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PRISON IN-REACH LEGAL SERVICE AND BAIL SUPPORT SERVICE 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.19 pm]: I rise to inform the house of a new McGowan 
government initiative reducing barriers to bail and therefore avoiding unnecessary remand when safe to do so. In 
2019–20, 29 per cent of the prisoner population was in custody awaiting trial or sentencing, referred to as remand. 
Half of these remand prisoners will eventually be released on bail, as they are not a risk to the safety of the community. 
Others would receive bail but for an inability to meet the conditions of their release. These barriers often include 
a lack of social supports, such as not having a fixed address or employment. Remand incurs a substantial social 
cost, especially to Aboriginal communities, which remain tragically over-represented in the criminal justice system. 
The financial cost of holding a person on remand is $5 523 per reception to prison, plus $217 for every day they 
are unsentenced. In 2019–20, 1 996 adult remand prisoners were taken into custody but released on bail within 
two weeks. These remand prisoners spent 10 572 days in custody, costing the state over $13.3 million. 
I am pleased to inform the house that on 6 April 2020, the government launched the new prison in-reach legal service 
and bail support service at the Perth Magistrates Court delivered by the Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia 
and Legal Aid WA. The prison in-reach legal service focuses on bail applications or variations and early resolution 
of remand cases, while the bail support service—to be rolled out later this year in Broome—provides practical support 
for people to meet their bail conditions. The bail support service has already helped reconnect people with family 
support and provided help with transport, medical services, accommodation, court and bail reporting reminders, 
mobile phones and food vouchers. These new remand services recently worked together to secure the release of 
an 86-year-old Aboriginal grandmother remanded in custody for six days on a charge of breaching a misconduct 
restraining order, in part for spraying her neighbour with a garden hose. The program has been described to me by 
those at the coalface as “a quiet revolution” turning people’s lives around. Although these services benefit the whole 
community, it is another example of the McGowan government’s commitment to addressing the unacceptably 
high rate of Aboriginal incarceration. 
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